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Presidentôs Message 
Dan DeFoe 

 
I often find that to write I need to 
find my muse, my inspiration.  The 
coming of Autumn always stirs my 
consciousnessðit is a time of har-
vest and a time of endings.  Au-
tumnôs muse is one of reflection. 
As I reflect over the past two years, 
I am inspired by the generous peo-
ple who make up the Rocklin His-
torical Society.  The Tues-
day morning ñfixersò who keep St. 
Maryôs Chapel and Heritage Park 

the beautiful historical site it has 
become.  The chapel team whoôs 
dedication and creativity have made 
St. Maryôs into one of northern Cali-
forniaôs premier wedding destina-
tions.  The Heritage Park group 
whoôs hard work in conjunction 
with city leaders will make Rock-
linôs original firehouse and city 
council chambers the next addition 
to Heritage Park honoring Rocklinôs 
history.  And the excellent members 
of the RHS Board with whom 
I have had the honor of working 
these past two years. 
As my term as president comes to a 

(Continued on page 2) 

Rocklin Historical Society President 
Dan DeFoe is a Sierra College histo-

ry professor 

 

     A little house on San Francisco 
Street and Rocklin Road houses a 
little slice of Rocklinôs history.  
     Opened in 2002, the Rocklin 
History Museum was the brainchild 
of Roy Ruhkala, whose family 
owned and operated one of Rock-
linôs largest granite quarries.  
     Ruhkala was friends with the 
Moon family, who offered to do-
nate the house to the Historical So-
ciety with the 
condition it 
was moved to 
another site, 
explained 
Gene Johnson, 
one of the 
founding 
members of 
the Rocklin 
Historical So-
ciety.  
     ñI went 
looking for 
another loca-
tion for the 
museum,ò 
Johnson said. 
ñI went to then 
city manager 
(Carlos) Urru-
tia and asked 
about moving 
it behind the 
fire station ï 
near the quar-
ry.ò 
     Urrutia 
countered with the proposal that the 
city could use Redevelopment 
Funds to purchase the property 
from the Moons to develop addi-
tional parking for downtown busi-
nesses and lease the house to the 
Historical Society. 
     With the support of the Rocklin 
Lions Club, volunteers spent the 
next year renovating the building 

and creating exhibits that reflect Rock-
linôs history, Johnson said.   
     Rocklinôs heritage ï rocks, rails and 
ranches ï is reflected in the collection, 
he continued.  
     Many of the items were donated by 
pioneer families like the Ruhkalas and 
the Johnsons. Longtime City Council 
member Marie Huson donated her col-
lection of artifacts and documents relat-
ing to the cityôs history. More than 

1,500 photo-
graphs donated 
to the museum 
and archived by 
the Placer Coun-
ty Museum, are 
available to re-
searchers, said 
Museum Manag-
er David Baker. .  
     As far as 
Baker  is con-
cerned, the base-
ment has the 
most interesting 
collection. Thatôs 
where jack ham-
mers, ranging 
from ñmonsterò , 
more compact 
sizes, are dis-
played, ñWhere 
smaller, more 
portable ham-
mers reflect im-
provements in 
metallurgy and 
equipment tech-

nology.ò he said.  
     Upstairs is Johnsonôs favorite item 
in the museum collection. Itôs a model 
of the Big Gun Quarry, one of Rock-
linôs largest granite quarries. The repli-
ca was created by longtime Rocklin 
resident John Peterson. 

(Continued on page 10) 

History housed in little house  
Gloria Beverage 

Rocklin History Museum founder Roy Ruhkala 
guides a large granite stone for a quarry equip-

ment display  
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EBay assistance needed 
 
The board of The Rocklin Histori-
cal Society is proposing to raise 
funds by continuously soliciting 
donations of used items and market-
ing them on EBay.  The plan is to 
recruit a person to conduct this ac-
tivity and possibly to compensate 
them with a percentage of the net 
proceeds. If you are interested in 
helping the society to raise funds in 
this way please contact Neil Davis 
at: 

segmented-
woodturner@gmail.com 
cell: 916.616-0923 

 

Roseville High Yearbooks wanted for 1912 to 1993 
David Baker,  

Rocklin History Museum Collections Manager 
  

The Rocklin School District 
was formed in 1866, however it 
was  127 years later, in 1993, 
that Rocklin High School 
opened.  In the late 1800ôs and 
early 20th century, Rocklin stu-
dents commuted by train to 
attend Placer High School in 
Auburn.  When Roseville High 
School  opened in 1912, that 
school was the obvious 
choice.  The historical society is 
assembling a collection of Ro-
seville High School yearbooks 

for the years 1912 to 1993.  The collection already includes:  1951,1952,1953, 
1954.  We are looking for one copy for each year ï act quickly to donate for other 
years.  

Please respond to me at 624-3464.  
  

Please send me your 
email address! 

Christy Barros 

 
Your historical society uses email 
for notifying members of upcoming 
events. If we donôt have your cor-
rect email  address you are not be-
ing so notified. We use email ad-
dresses only for RHS purposes. So 
if you want to ensure that we have a 
correct email address for you please 
send a message to me at: chris-
ty@inetinc.net    
Also, RHS is expanding the email 
address file to include non-
members who have an interest in 
Rocklinôs history. If you know of 
such people please send  their email 
addresses to me or ask them to send 
me a message and Iôll add them to 
the list.   

 

 
chili, old cars and Rocklin history 

Photos by Ronna Davis 

On September 20, the 2014 version of The Rocklin 
Chamber of Commerceôs Hot Chili and Cool Cars event 
drew good crowds of chili tasters and old car aficionados.  
Rocklin Historical Society members were on hand to talk 
history. Many people were interested in the societyôs 
myriad of programs that memorialize Rocklinôs history 
and preserve Rocklinôs historical artifacts. Wedding plan-

ners were interested in 
the Societyôs old Saint 
Maryôs wedding chapel. 
See page 5.   

The Rocklin Historical Society mans a booth 
each year at The Rocklin Chamber of Com-
merceôs annual Hot Chili and Cool cars event 
on Pacific street  Society members like to in-
form passers-by about the Societyôs  programs, 
especially the Rocklin History Museum and the 

Old Saint Maryôs wedding chapel   

 
Marvin Hassenplugôs 1934 Ford truck 

took Best Truck honors.  

close I wish to thank you all for 
your generosity, support and hard 
work.  You all have had a 
hand in helping to rebuild Rocklinôs 
past and save our history so that all 
who come after may find inspira-
tion in their heritage. 
 
With sincere appreciation, 
President, Dan DeFoe 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
president 
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Itôs back to school for the Rocklin History Museum docents. 
Gay Morgan  

 

The Rocklin History Museumôs School Tour Crew is ready to go back to school after 
the long hot summer. The crew is composed of group of volunteers who love history, 
especially that of Rocklin. Many of them are retired teachers but not all. This year 
Antelope Creek is the first on the schedule, October 2nd.  
The School bus delivers the third grade classes to the Museum after they have visited 
St. Mary's Chapel, where they get to ring the bell. The classes are then divided into 
small groups and taken through the museum where a different docent tells them about 
each area. The newest attraction is the Laundry Room and is a big hit. Last year ten of 
the eleven elementary schools in the district learned about ñRocks, Rails and Ranch-
esò. They participate in an essay contest and the winning essays are displayed at the 
Museum. The Third Grade Coin Drive has been a major contributor to the Rocklin 
Historical Society's project funding. The students are encouraged to come back and 
bring their parents and grandparents and to act as their tour guides. The School Tour 
Crew consists of: Susan Brooking, Nancy Lohse, Nancy Ustaszewski, Diane Wade, 
Pat Woessner, Kathy Reed, Patsy Pattison, Patrice Cardott, Russ McNeill, Leslie 
McNeill, Jerry Farren, Bob Mart, Angie Goebel and Gay Morgan. 
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a Christmas memory 
Gay Morgan 

Pictures courtesy of Leah Young 

 
It was getting close to Christmas, but not close enough for me. I guess I must have been about seven or eight years old.  My 
Dad was Chief of the Rocklin Volunteer Fire Department and he would take me with him to the old Fire House/City Hall 
building. (One side was sort of an office/meeting room and the other an open garage/like place where they kept the new fire 
truck)  He and other volunteers cut open tin cans and flattened them. Then they cut shapes out of them, stars, bells, moons 
etc.  Later they painted them bright colors and sprinkled them with some sparkly stuff.  I got to do that too. 
A couple of weeks before Christmas they brought a big tree down from the mountains. It was the biggest tree I had ever 
seen. They put it up on the corner of Rocklin Road and Pacific Street.  They strung it with lightsðthe old-fashioned big 

bulb kind and hung the homemade ornaments.  
The tree was so tall they had to use the ladder 
from the fire truck. 
The next night they held a lighting ceremony, 
kids from the grammar school sang carols and 
one of the fireman played Santa (I thought he 
was too skinny) and passed out red and white 
striped candy canes to everyone.  It was a magi-
cal evening in my memory, the night so clear and 
cold with the sparkle of colored lights. 
The tree was lit every night until New Years Eve.  
I could see it from our front porch and it was 
especially beautiful on foggy nights when the 
lights seemed to have little halos around them. 
I think this tradition continued for several years 
until World War II came along.  I imagine the tin
-can ornaments went to the frequent scrap-metal 
drives the grammar school kids had.  
It is nice that Rocklin once again has a Christmas 
Tree Lighting Event. I hope Santa is nice and 
plump this time around and that some day today's 

kids will have a magical evening to remember. 
And now the rest of the story: Leah Young, who was once Leah Alexson, (she 
is younger than I, and more organized too)  came up with one of those tin can 
ornaments that she had painted and sprinkled with sparkles.  She also had a 
couple of pictures of the tree I remember. 
I love history with it's twists and turns. 

 
   

 
Rocklinôs Christmas Tree ca.   1938.  

 

 
A tin can ornament from one 
of Rocklinôs first Christmas 

trees 
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On Sunday October 12, 2014 at 2 PM 
Whitney Historian Bill Marble on 

Joel Parker Whitney - Businessman and Entrepreneur Extraordinaire 
 

Joel Parker Whitney was Rocklinôs wealthiest and most socially prominent 
citizen of the 19th century.  He made his fortune before his mid 30ôs, main-
ly from investments in Colorado mines and real estate. He acquired control 
of the Spring Valley Ranch (Whitney Ranch) from his father George in the 
early 1870ôs and expanded it to 27,000 acres by bringing water from the 
Bear River watershed and diversifying ranch activities. He befriended the 
native Nisenan and documented their life ways, built the Oaks mansion and 
the ranchôs twelve bridges in the mid 1880ôs and founded the Placer Coun-
ty Citrus Colony in the late 1880ôs. Rocklinôs northern and western devel-
opment since the early 1960ôs has been mostly on the southern 12,000 
acres of Joel Parker Whitneyôs Ranch. Join Bill Marble as he explores the 
sources of Whitney's successes. 
Bill Marble is Rocklinôs expert on the life of Joel Parker Whitney. Bill  
will discuss the businesses that provided Whitney with the fortune which 
allowed him to live a life of luxury and travel the World.  
 
Join us after the event across the street at Cante Ao Vinho for free refreshments 
and no-host wine tasting 

 
On Sunday, November 16, 2014 at 2 PM 

Julia Morgan Historian Karen McNeill Ph.D. on 

Julia Morgan's Gold: An Architect's Legacy in Californiaôs Gold Country 

Though most closely associated with Hearst Castle and a large 
body of work in the San Francisco Bay Area, California's first 
woman architect, Julia Morgan, had several ties to Sacramento 
and the Sierra Nevada gold country throughout her career. Join 
Dr. Karen McNeill as she explores Morgan's life, work, and lega-
cy through the legendary architect's clients and buildings in Sac-
ramento, Grass Valley, Marysville, and Tahoe.  
Karen McNeill, Ph.D., has been researching and writing about 
Julia Morgan since 2000 and has published multiple articles on 
the subject, including most recently, Women Who Build': Julia 
Morgan & Women's Institutions, in the Summer 2012 issue of 
California History. Dr. McNeill is completing a biography of 
Julia Morgan.  
Beyond her work on Julia Morgan, Dr. McNeill has taught histo-

ry and architectural history at colleges and universities in the San Francisco Bay Area and has been involved 
in historic preservation, authoring several context statements for major surveys and successfully nominating a 
range of buildings to the National Register of Historic Places. She is currently Director of Family History at 
Ascent Private Capital Investment of U.S Bank and a director on the board of the Berkeley City Club Con-
servancy, Julia Morgan's "Little Castle".  
 
Join us after the event across the street at Cante Ao Vinho for free refreshments and no-host wine tasting. 
 

Bill Marble is  an authority on 
the life of Rocklin pioneer Joel 

Parker Whitney. 

The Rocklin History Series continues this fall with live presentations on two Sun-
days at the Old Saint Maryôs Chapel, 5251 Front Street in Downtown Rocklin  

Karen McNeill Ph.D. is an expert on the 
life and work of Julia Morgan.  




