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Gloria Beverage 

The saving of a piece of history 
By Linda Wampler, based on 
notes and input provided by 
the Quarry Office Committee 
 

     At the recent October 
board meeting, a five-
member committee pre-
sented a compelling case 
for restoring the historic 
Quarry Office building 
and transforming it into a 
museum dedicated to 
Rocklinôs granite industry. 
The committeeð
RoyceAnn Ruhkala Burks, 
Bonnie Ruhkala Neu-
mann, David Baker, Jacob 
Gambol, and Patsy Pattersonðoutlined the buildingôs significance, the projectôs 
scope, and its alignment with the Societyôs long-term goals., the board unanimously 

voted to approve $70,000 for phase 
one of the project.  
     Bonnie Ruhkala Neumann 
opened the presentation with a re-
flection on the Societyôs preserva-
tion efforts dating back to 2012, 
when the Rocklin Heritage Com-
mission was formed under Gene 
Johnsonôs leadership. Although the 
original quarry shed could not be 
saved, the smaller office building 

The quarry office in its early years 

 By Gloria Beverage 

 
    Jennieôs Garden has been planted. 
     After more than a year of planning, the 
Secret Garden behind the Rocklin Library 
has been completed. A grand celebration 
for the garden created in honor of Rock-
linôs first librarian will be held in the 
spring. 
     Last year longtime Rocklin Historical 
Society member Doug Osella approached 
the Rocklin Historical Society with his 
vision of creating a small public garden to 
honor his aunt and uncle, Jennie and Arvo 
Minkkinen.  
     Jennie opened Placer Countyôs first 
branch library in Rocklin in 1943 with an 
inventory of 38 books. As the cityôs librar-
ian for 29 years, she served generations of 

readers ï from kids to parents to grandpar-
ents. She also supervised elections and 
served on the Placer County Grand Jury.  
     Her husband was a member of the City 
Council for 24 years, including 8 terms as 
mayor. He was an avid gardener with a 
large rose garden on the property.  
     While several sites were considered, 
the City of Rocklin and the Placer County 
Library administration eventually agreed 
to let the Historical Society develop the 
garden in the ñsecretò area behind the 
Rocklin Library. It can be accessed by 
following the path on the right as you face 
the entrance to the library.  
     The unique handmade granite curbing 
bordering the pathway was donated by 

A garden grows: Secret Garden nearly complete 

     óTis the season for giving thanks. 
     Kudos to the volunteers who work 
tirelessly throughout the year welcoming 
visitors to the museum as well as to 
those who assist the families holding 
celebrations at Old St. Maryôs. A special 
thank you to the volunteers who show 
historic sites to Rocklin elementary 
school third graders during their class 
field trips.  
     I also want to give a shout out to the 
volunteers who gave countless hours this 
year to organize and plan the special 
events we hosted. 
     Our first Heritage Street Faire on 
Front Street was an outstanding success, 
which can be summed up in the observa-
tion of one attendee. ñThis is so great. 
Iôm sorry I didnôt get to it before.ò Real-
ly? This attendee had the impression we 
had been hosting this event for years. 
Goes to show you that our volunteers are 
doing something right. Planning is un-
derway for our second faire, which will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Front 
Street on May 2, 2026. Please join us.  
     October 25 saw a rainy but fun day as 
the membership committeeðRoyceAnn 
Ruhkala Burks, Bonnie Ruhkala Neu-
mann, Shirley Corral Espley, and Cyndy 
Trumbo Godfreyï hosted the Rocklin 
Homecoming Reunion at Johnson 
Springview Park. It was great to see so 
many smiles and hugs and hear the sto-
ries from people lucky to grow up in 
Rocklin. 
     On Nov. 1, we held our Day of the 
Dead Cemetery Tour, a ñresurrectedò 
version of an event hosted by the Society 
several years ago. Volunteers, stationed 
at gravesites throughout the Rocklin 
Cemetery, portrayed historic figures -- 
telling their stories to our guests as a way 
of bringing history to life. Tickets sold 
out within two weeks of posting the 
event, which was a fundraiser for the 
Secret Garden.   
     Once again, we participated in this 
summerôs Heritage Trail event, which 

(See PRESIDENT on page 5) (See GARDEN on page 5) 

The office building saved from demolition 
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was preserved and relocated by the City of 
Rocklin in 2017. ñItôs been patiently wait-
ing for a new life,ò Neumann said. ñAnd 
2025 is the year we begin that journey.ò 
     RoyceAnn Ruhkala Burks emphasized 
the buildingôs historical importance, not-
ing that it originated from the Capitol 
Quarry and stands as ñour last remnant of 
the old quarry history that started in 1864 
and included 60 working quarries in our 
Rocklin area.ò She added, ñThis building 
also qualifies on its own merit as a historic 
building that has been here for 120 years.ò 
     David Baker provided context for the 
Quarry Office project within the Societyôs 
broader initiatives. He highlighted three 
major efforts the society has taken on: 
1. Surfacing Machine Display ï Historic 
equipment installed at Quarry Adventures 
with interpretive signage. (Status: Com-
pleted) 
2. Secret Garden ï A tribute to Jennie 
Minkkinen, Rocklinôs first Placer County 
Librarian, featuring handmade granite 
curbing and a flower garden behind the 
Rocklin Library. 
3. Quarry Office Building Preservation    
     The City has designated Front Street as 
the future site. The Societyôs board has 
approved initial funding for design, reloca-
tion, and foundation work. (Status: Initia-
tion Phase) 
     Jacob Gambol presented the financial 
breakdown for the Quarry Office project, 
detailing anticipated costs and funding 
strategies. He concluded by stating that the 
cost of the move would be $70,000. 
     Patsy Patterson added to the presenta-
tion by describing the buildingôs future 
role as a museum space for school tours, 
public visits, and Historical Society meet-
ings. ñThis building has a story to tell,ò 
she said, ñjust as Old St. Maryôs Chapel 
continues to do today. What better way to 
serve our communityôs history than by 
saving one of our last historical  

traces the evo-
lution of the site and its role in shaping 
Rocklinôs granite legacy. 

(Return to pg.1) 
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By Sharalee Cartier 

     In celebration of National Archives 
Month, the Rocklin Historical Society 
(RHS) participated in the Sacramentoôs 
Annual Archives Crawl on October 4, 
2025.   

     The day was warm and sunny welcom-
ing over 5oo people to visit four iconic 
buildings throughout Sacramento includ-
ing: the California State Library, the State 
Archives, the Sacramento Room at the 
downtown library, and the Center for Sac-
ramento History where they were free to 
browse the creative displays from local 
libraries, archives, museums and historical 
societies from Placer and Sacramento 
County. 

     The Rocklin Historical Societyôs exhib-
it could be viewed at the State Archives 
located at 1020 O Street. The theme was 
The Women of Rocklin which included a 
variety of textiles, jewelry, beaded bags, 
lace, photographs and written histories of 
women taken from RHSôs recent exhibit 
on women.  Two custom wooden puzzles 
depicting Rocklin were set up allowing the 

young and old alike to piece together. 
Some even raced one another to see who 
could finish first. Representing the muse-
um for the day was, Sharalee Cartier, Su-
san Brooking and Will Conover who took 
turns walking around to view the displays 
and schmooze with fellow participants.  

     The day offered an important reminder 
of the power of archives to connect com-
munities through shared stories, and the 
Rocklin Historical Society was proud to 
showcase the lives of several of Rocklinôs 
historic womenðone puzzle piece, arti-
fact, and conversation at a time. 

Rocklin women shine at the Sacramento Archives Crawl 

By Gloria Beverage 
 
     ñStill Standing Guard: Telling Our 
Stories,ò a collection of oral histories, has 
been published by Sierra College Press. 
This is the second collection to commem-
orate the World War II Japanese American 
experience, including lessons about the 

necessity of protecting and upholding the 
Constitutional rights of all U.S. citizens. 
The first volume, ñStanding Guard,ò was 
published in 2003 and is no longer in 
print. 
     ñBy focusing on history as it played out 
in the foothill communities where ethnic 
Japanese were tightly woven into the fab-
ric of the agricultural region, their recol-
lections bring a distinctive perspective to 
the broader story and experiences of more 
than 120,000 ethnic Japanese living in the 
U.S. during the first half of 
the 20th Century,ò accord-
ing to the editors of this 
volume.  
     This edition includes 
stories of ñThe Protectors,ò 
the neighbors, friends and 
fruit shed corporations who 
watched over the property 
and possessions of those 
who were sent away.  
     The narratives in ñStill 
Standing Guardò were writ-
ten by 18 different volun-
teer writers who drew pri-
marily from the interviews 

and transcripts conducted by Sierra Col-
lege students in 2003 that were not includ-
ed in the first volume.  
     The Standing Guard Project was started 
20 years ago as a teaching tool utilized by 
Lynn Medeiros and Debra Sutphen for 
their Historical Reasoning course. Randy 
Snookôs Documentary Photography stu-
dents captured photos of the interviewees.  
     The book can be purchased at Ama-
zon.com, Barnes&Noble.com, Books-A-
Million and IndieBound. Cost is $80. 

The Still Standing Guard Project releases second book 

Sasakiôs North Star Ranch in Rocklin 
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By Linda Wampler 
 

   Rocklinôs 32nd annual Hot Chili & Cool 
Cars event drew more than 200 classic vehi-
cles to the streets this year, each with its own 
story. But one that stood outð Gene John-
sonôs 1941 Packard 110 Club Coupe ð a car 
thatôs been in his family for nearly 70 years 
and earned top honors in the ñUnder Con-
structionò category.     
    According to Chamber of Commerce CEO 
Robin Trimble, ñThis special category cele-
brates works-in-progress: vehicles that may 
lack a finished paint job, interior, or engine 
bay, but showcase the heart and grit of resto-
ration.ò Geneôs Packard, towed to the show 
behind a U-Haul truck, fit the bill perfectly. 
ñIt was going to be there whether it was am-
bulatory or not,ò Gene said with a grin. ñThat 
was on my bucket list.ò 
 

A Restoration Years in the Making 
 

     Geneôs connection to the car began in high 
school, when he installed turn signals for Mrs. 
Allen, the Packardôs second owner and his 
neighbor. After her passing, Geneôs father 
purchased her estate ð and the car came with 
it. ñWeôve had it ever since,ò Gene recalled. 
ñClose to 70 years.ò 
     The restoration began 60 years ago with a 
new muffler, but life and other projects inter-
vened. It wasnôt until Gene and his wife Mar-
garet saw a similar Packard at a Bay Area car 
show 40 years ago that the spark reignited. ñIt 
was the same model, the same two-toned poly 
coat,ò he said. ñWe got excited, and started 
replacing componentsðthe gas tank, the radi-
ator, but didnôt finish the job.ò 
     The Packard remained mostly in storage 
ð even surviving a round of downsizing 
when Gene sold a Porsche and a Model A, 
but couldnôt part with the Packard. ñIt didnôt 

The Legacy of the 1941 Packard 110 

Model: 1941 Packard 110 Special (aka 
1900 or Junior), Club Coupe 
Engine: 6-cylinder, 245 cubic inch, 105 
horsepower 
Transmission: 3-speed column shift 
Weight: 3,200 lbs 
Paint: Packard Poly ñmetallicò finish 
Original Price: $795ï$1,100 
 
     Packard introduced the 110 series to 
enter the entry-level market without 
compromising quality. Recommended by 
Consumer Reports in 1941 as the best 
value among affordable cars, the 110 
carried the Packard name ð unlike Ca-
dillac and Lincoln, which used Chevrolet 
and Ford for their lower-tier offerings. 
This lack of brand distinction, some say, 
contributed to Packardôs decline and 
eventual closure in 1958. 

Hot Cars, Cool History,  
and one special Packard 

    The Rocklin Histori-
cal Society once again 
brought local heritage to 
this yearôs Hot Chili and 
Cool Cars event, contin-
uing a long tradition of 
community engagement.    
   With a booth themed 
ñEarly Rocklin Busi-
nesses,ò visitors were 
treated to a glimpse into 
the businesses that 
shaped the townðfrom 
quarries and general 
stores to saloons and mid-
20th century  Pacific Street 
restaurants. 
     Event co-chairs 
Shirley Espley and RoyceAnn Burks led the setup, with invaluable sup-
port from David Baker. RoyceAnn, Shirley, David and Susan Brooking 
staffed the booth, and Ronna Davis curated the chapel table, adding a 
thoughtful touch to the display. The ever-reliable Fix-It Crew lent their 
hands as needed, and museum volunteers played a vital role throughout the day. 
    The booth not only showcased Rocklinôs pastðit sparked conversa-
tions, memories, and new interest in preserving local history through 
RHS memberships. 

sell,ò he said. ñSo it stayed.ò 
     This past year, Gene spent about 
four months getting the car running 
again. ñWe had pretty good luck,ò he 
said. ñBut the engine still wonôt go 
ð thatôs why itôs in the óunder con-
structionô category.ò  Friends from 
the Fix-it team including John Gam-
bol and Chris Haws helped with the 
restoration. George Salgado even 
helped install the radiator. Another 
friend offered some excellent advice 
about the exterior. ñDonôt paint it!,ò 
he said. But he did tell Gene about 
one thing to use ñto shine up the 
chrome: SOS Pads!ò Gene was very 
pleased with the outcome. 
 

A Quiet Victory 
 

     Gene didnôt realize winners were 
expected to appear at the podium 
when awards were announced. ñI 
didnôt go,ò he said. ñI didnôt know 

until Robin [Trimble] brought it over a 
week later.ò Still, the recognition meant a 
lot ð especially for a car that few people 
even recognize. ñOne guy, who knew 
what it was stopped by and said, óIôm so 
happy you brought a Packard!ôò 
     Gene hopes to return next year ð and 
maybe drive the car to the show under its 
own power. ñFrom my standpoint,ò he 
said, ñitôs one of the most beautiful cars 
Packard made.ò 

Co-chair RoyceAnn Burks explains the bene-
fits of membership to an interested visitor 
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How We Met 
By Patsy Pattison 

 

     Being a 

part of a cou-

ple's wedding 

planning is an 

honor and 

experience 

beyond ex-

pectation. 

I love the 

stories of how 

they got to 

this day and just how they met. Two of 

these stories will forever stay with me. 

     One gentleman shared with me that he 

stopped by a local pub for a quick drink 

after work.  When he saw the bartender, 

he was starstruck!  Love at first sight!  He 

hung around longer than he 

planned.  Because he wanted more time 

with her, he got a part time job as a night 

custodian at that bar.  So he is the custo-

dian and she is the bartender.  Their rela-

tionship grew over time. 

     The best part of this story is that she 

wasn't only a bartender, but had another 

successful career as a research scien-

tist.  She just needed some extra cash.  He 

also wasn't only a custodian, but also had 

a successful career as a physicist. 

     It took awhile for the truth to come 

out. But it did and here they were, prepar-

ing for their wedding day. 

     Another couple, very much in love 

and happy to finally be together, shared 

their story.  She was from Ukraine.  He 

was from Russia.  They found a way to 

meet and work their way here, now to 

finally get married. 

     It is a joy to be a part of such a happy 

time in these couple's lives, all happening 

at Old St. Mary's Chapel! 

(GARDEN cont. from pg. 1) 

Osella. It was originally used in 
the High Street garden of quarry-
man Victor Wickman, Jennieôs 
father. A granite bench for the 
garden was donated by Rocklinôs 
third grade students through their 
annual coin drive.  
     In addition to the Rocklin His-
torical Society, major support for 
the project was provided by the 
Wickman family, the City of 
Rocklin, the Placer County 
Friends of the Library, South 
Placer Rotary Club and Sally 
Huseby as well as donations from 
the community..  
     Holt Landscaping, Inc. from 
Loomis was hired to do the land-
scaping, while Everest Concrete, 
Inc., of El Dorado Hills created a 
ramp and curbing to make the 
area ADA accessible.  

encourages residents to visit Placer Coun-
ty Museums. In addition to showing off 
the museum during our designated day, 
we offered a granite splitting demonstra-
tion. We have already agreed to participate 
in next summerôs Heritage Trail.   
     Through Sierra Collegeôs OLLI (Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute) Program, we 
hosted a tour of Rocklinôs historic sites in 
October.  Docents, stationed at various 

sites throughout downtown, shared stories 
of Rocklinôs heritage. Since OLLI is open 
to anyone age 55 and over, the majority of 
the guests were surprised to discover that 
Rocklin is more than what they see going 
down Pacific Street or Rocklin Road.  
     Finally, many thanks to the volunteers 
who organized the creation of The Secret 
Garden behind Rocklinôs library. The gar-
den was created in honor of Placer Coun-
tyôs first librarian in Rocklin, Jennie 
Wickman Minkkinen and her husband, 

Arvo, who served on the City Council for 
24 years. While the majority of the work 
on the garden was completed at the end of 
October, a few finishing touches are need-
ed. A grand celebration will be held in 
early Spring.  
     This yearôs successes are directly relat-
ed to the energy and enthusiasm of our 
volunteers. And I am so thankful for them. 
When youôre at one of our events, please 
join me in letting them know how much 
they are appreciated.  

(PRESIDENT cont. from pg 1) 

A few finishing touches are all that are needed to 
bring this project to a close: installation of the 
granite bench, donated by third graders through 
their field trip coin drives, and an arbor upon 
which two intertwining trumpet vinesðyellow 
and lavenderð will welcome visitors with a 
splash of color and the playful spirit of the chil-
dren who helped make it grow. 
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 By Linda Wampler 

 

    Rocklinôs Homecoming Reunion, held 

on October 25, 2026, at Johnson 

Springview Park, brought together more 

than 125 attendees for a day of reconnec-

tion and nostalgia. Despite a little rain, the 

pavilionôs roof kept spirits high and the 

gathering dry. RoyceAnn Ruhkala Burks, 

one of the organizers reflected, ñIt turned 

out really well even though it was a little 

rainy, but the roof over the top of the pa-

vilion saved us.ò  

     Organized by the Rocklin Historical 

Societyôs Membership Committeeð

Bonnie Ruhkala Neumann, Shirley Corral 

Espley, Cyndy Trumbo Godfrey, and 

RoyceAnnðthe event welcomed long-

time Rocklin residents, Rocklin Elemen-

tary School classmates, and members of 

the Historical Society. Guests brought 

their own lunches and lawn chairs, set-

tling in for heartfelt conversations and 

laughter.  

     The best-attended 8th grade graduation 

classes were 1963, 1964, 1965, and 1967, 

with ages ranging from 63 to 83. Jennie 

Navarro, the oldest attendee, was warmly 

recognized. Bonnie noted, ñIt was espe-

cially nice to see Dan and Liz Bunz 

there!ò Shirley added, ñI think the attend-

ance at the reunion was a testimony to 

how we all cherish having had the oppor-

Rocklin Homecoming Reunion Celebrates 
Lifelong Bonds 

Organizers Bonnie Ruhkala Neumann, 
RoyceAnn Ruhkala Burks, Cyndy Trumbo 
Godfrey and Shirley Corral Espley 

tunity to grow up in Rocklin. Thereôs 

still that bond.ò  

     RoyceAnn and Bonnie concurred.  

They also noted that part of the differ-

ence between growing up in small town 

Rocklin and today was the single K-8 

school. ñThereôs a big difference be-

tween the school systems now and then. 

Ours was kindergarten through 8th, and 

had greater connection.ò Lasting bonds 

were more easily created. Gloria Bever-

age, representing the Historical Society, 

called the event special, simply enjoying 

watching the smiles, hugs, and laughter.  

     Although the weather prevented pho-

to displays, the joy of seeing familiar 

faces made up for itðmany attendees 

were thrilled to reconnect with people 

they hadnôt seen in years. 

     Everyone agreed it was a fantastic 

event and are looking forward to the  

next one. "Once a Rocklin nite, always  

a Rocklin nite..."  

Above left: David Baker and Gloria Beverage looking for members to join RHS 
while the crowd of over 100 start to gather;  Above right: Liz and Dan Bunz tak-
ing a break from their work on their lavender farm; Below: Jennie Navarro, our 
oldest attendee, sharing a laugh with RoyceAnn and Bob Holihan 
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Day of the Dead Tour brings history to life at Rocklin Cemetery 

1 JoAnn Takemoto as Asa Sasaki 
2 Nancy Lohse as Mary Quinn 
3 Cyndy Godfrey as Jennie Minkkinen 
4 Bill Neumann as Anders Wickman 
5 Eric Herlow as George Willard 
6 Kent Dazey as W. Dana Perkins 
7 Nancy Ustaszewski as Annie Beasmore 
8 Carole Durbin as Minnie Allen 
9 Smokey Basset as J. Parker Whitney 

10 Susan Brooking as Annie Morys Matson 
11 Joanne Ruhkala Lawson as Eva Ruhkala    
     (standing) with Diane Ruhkala Bell as   
     oldest child Mirium and Kathleen Wil- 
     liams Edwards as youngest child Margo 
12 Jim Hammes as U.S. (Ulide) Holmes and  
     Hank Lohse as Marshall Sam Renaldi 
13 Shirley Corral Espley as Marcelina Alva 

�ñ 

The Day of the Dead Cemetery Tour, held on November 1, provided a look at 14 historic lives from Rocklinôs early days. Guided by   
Brenda Kokotan and Linda Wampler, the two sold-out sessions brought interested patrons face-to-face with Rocklinôs rich and enlighten-
ing past. There is a saying that golf is a ñgood walk spoiled.ò Well, we can say that the RHS cemetery tour was a good walk enriched. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Photos by Holly Clark 
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