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Gloria Beverage 

   ñAct boldly and unseen forces will 
come to your aid.ò 
 
   The message I recently found in a for-
tune cookie echoes in my head as I re-
flect on the accomplishments of 2025 
while considering the goals the board has 
set for 2026 (and beyond).  
 
   We took a bold step in hosting our first 
Heritage Street Faire on Front Street in 
May. Our volunteers showed off historic 
pictures and artifacts, presented a granite 
splitting demonstration and offered a 
variety of childrenôs activities. Non-
profit organizations presented infor-
mation about the cultures they represent, 
their connection to Rocklinôs history and 
their services. Oh, and the entertainment! 
The music and dances of a variety of 
cultures, including a performance by the 
Chinese lion dancers, were performed 
throughout the day.  
 
   We will present our second street faire, 
a free, family-friendly event, on Satur-
day, May 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Front Street. We invite local businesses, 
non-profit organizations and residents 
(the ñunseen forcesò)  to support our 
event. For information on sponsorships, 
volunteer opportunities or booth space, 
send an email to Don Callahan at doncal-
lahan10@yahoo.com.    
 
   Our greatest success last year was the 
completion of The Secret Garden, creat-
ed in honor of Jennie Minkkinen, Rock-
linôs first county librarian and influential 
civic figure and her husband, Arvo, a 
Rocklin council member. Located behind 
the Rocklin Library, the garden also 
showcases the rare granite curbing that 
once graced the downtown Rocklin gar-
den of Jennieôs father, quarryman Victor 
Wickman. The curbing also pays tribute 
to Rocklinôs once-thriving granite      
industry.  

(See PRESIDENT on page 2) 

 By Gloria Beverage 
 

   The Rocklin Historical Society, in part-
nership with Gene Johnson, has devel-
oped a three-phase plan to create a farm-
ing museum on one of the few remaining 
residences built during the establishment 
of the city. 
   Located in the heart of Rocklinôs his-
toric quarry district, the farming museum 
would provide opportunities to  teach 
students of all ages the history of agricul-
ture and ranching. In addition, a host of 
exhibits and activities would showcase 
the history of the farmhouse, dairy and 
property, as well as the regionôs deeper 
pre contact past. 
   A.O. Wickman acquired the Fifth 
Street property in 1919 from the estate of 
William Huff, who built the farmhouse in 
1886. In addition to operating the dairy, 
Wickman, a Finnish immigrant operated 
a granite quarry on Ruhkala Road and 
served on the city council, including a 
term as mayor.  
   The property west of the farmhouse 

was the seasonal home of the Nisenan 
Indians until the mid-19th Century. The 
Nisenan used grinding rocks in the area 
to crush acorns into grain and wash out 
the tannin in Huffôs Spring, which also 
served as a source of fresh water for early 
Rocklin residents. 
   In 1936, Wickman sold the dairy to his 
daughter and son-in-law, Florence and 
Ray Johnson. The couple operated Spring 
View Dairy for many years, delivering 
dairy products throughout Rocklin and 
Loomis. The Johnsons were also active 
civic leaders. Florence served on the 
school board; Ray was a city council 
member and mayor.  
   In 1999, the Johnsonsô son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Gene and Margaret Johnson, 
settled on the property, took over mainte-
nance of the acreage, restored the farm-
house, added to the home and built other 
structures. A portion of the property was 
later sold to the city for development of 
what is now Johnson-Springview Park 
(to the south). Property on the north side 

Johnson Farm: A living legacy 

 

The vision of the historical society and Gene Johnson is to learn, explore, and connect 
with the land that has nourished generationsðfrom its first people to the community that 
became Rocklin. 

(See JOHNSON FARM on page 2) 
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  Among the forces that came together 
to support this project were the City of 
Rocklin, the Placer County Library, the 
Placer County Friends of the Library, 
the South Placer Rotary Club, Sally 
Huseby and Rocklin Elementary 
School third graders as well as dona-
tions from throughout the community.  
   Hereôs what weôre tackling this year. 
Each represents a different aspect of 
Rocklinôs legacy: rocks, rails and 
ranches.  

¶ A kiosk illustrating the historical 
significance of the Rocklin Round-
house and its role in the construc-
tion of the Transcontinental Rail-
road will be installed in Round-
house Park at Front Street and 
Rocklin Road. 

¶ The Quarry Office Building, origi-
nally located at the Big Gun Quar-
ry site (now Quarry Adventures 
Park), will be placed on Front 
Street where it will undergo a com-
plete renovation. Once finished, 
the building will serve as a muse-
um dedicated to telling the story of 
Rocklinôs granite industry.  

¶ In partnership with Gene Johnson, 
we will develop the Johnson prop-
erty on Fifth Street as an educa-
tional facility showcasing local 
farm and ranch history for students 
of all ages as well as the public.  

 
      Each of these projects will require 
hours of volunteer time as well as fi-
nancial support. While the roundhouse 
kiosk will probably be installed this 
summer, the quarry office building and 
the development of Johnson Farm will 
be completed in phases over the next 
couple of years.  
      The Rocklin Historical Society is 
taking a bold approach to preserving 
local history. By acting boldly, we will 
be looking to the community for sup-
port. We welcome volunteers and do-
nations ï even ñcheerleaders.ò If you 
have any interest in working on one of 
these projects, send an email to rocklin-
historical@gmail.com. Donations are 
always welcome and can be made 
through our website: rocklinhistori-
cal.org or mailing a check to Rocklin 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 1, Rock-
lin, CA 95677. 

was sold to the school district to build 
Springview Middle School. 
   In 2021, the Johnsons decided to gift the 
Wickman-Johnson house, its surrounding 
structures and acreage to an organization 
that would preserve and maintain the 
property as the Johnson Farm.  
   While the agreement with the Placer 
Community Foundation was made four 
years ago, last summer Gene approached 
the Rocklin Historical Society asking the 
board of directors to consider accepting 
responsibility for developing the property 
into a living farm museum open to the 
public. 
   After several months of meetings, a 
committee from the Rocklin Historical 
Society presented Gene with a three-
phase plan for the estate. With his bless-
ing, the proposal was then presented and 
approved by the Historical Societyôs 
board of directors in December.  
   With Geneôs input and guidance, the 
society will now focus on the legal as-
pects of the project, including establishing 
the Rocklin Historical Society as owner of 
the property. An engineering firm will be 
commissioned to conduct a feasibility 
study based on what is envisioned for the 
property.  
   After those tasks are completed, engi-
neering, architectural and landscaping 

plans will be developed to meet the re-
quirements for an application for a condi-
tional use permit covering intended uses 
for the property.  
   In keeping with Geneôs vision, the 
Rocklin Historical Society is committed 
to creating a living farm museum show-
casing, educating and providing a com-
munity gathering place in an urban farm 
setting that pays tribute to Rocklinôs 
agrarian roots as well as the culture and 
arts within the city. 
   The plan is to create areas for communi-
ty events or wedding receptions, set up 
displays of farm antiques and equipment, 
host school field trips and interactive chil-
drenôs programs as well as monthly pro-
grams presented by Placer Nature Center. 
   Other ideas include ag-related art 
shows, a community garden, offering 
hands-on ag programs for local students 
and possibly a Farm to Fork caf®.  
   The Rocklin Historical Society is proud 
to be given the opportunity to serve as the 
stewards of this unique property. With the 
support of the city, the community and 
volunteers within our organization, we 
believe we can fulfill the wishes of Marg 
and Gene Johnson.  

(JOHNSON FARM, Cont. from page 1) 
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Anika Talluri: A Young Leader Building Rocklinôs 
Future While Earning Scoutingôs Highest Rank 

By Linda Wampler 

    Fourteen year old Rocklin High 
School freshman Anika Talluri is many 
thingsða student who loves biology and 
math, a volleyball player, a musician, and 
a dedicated community volunteer. But 
this year, she is taking on one of the most 
demanding youth leadership challenges 
in the country: completing her Eagle 
Scout project. 

     ñI really like learning new things,ò she 
said. ñAfter sixth grade I decided to join 
Scouts because I wanted to learn how to 
cook, tie knots, do first aid, and spend 
time with my friends. I love camping 
with my friends and creating memories.ò 

     Anika is part of Troop 219, the sister 
troop to Troop 29, within the Golden 
Empire Council of California. Her troop 
includes 10ï11 girls currently pursuing 
Eagle Scoutðthe highest rank in Scouts 
BSA and one that only a small percentage 
of scouts ever achieve. Girls were first 
allowed to join Scouts BSA in 2019, and 
since then, young women like Anika have 
been steadily reshaping the program with 
their energy, leadership, and service. 

     ñI was in Girl Scouts for a couple of 
years,ò she explained. ñThen COVID hit, 
and after that I joined Scouts. Iôm the first 
scout in my family, but my younger 
brother is a Cub Scout.ò 

A Chance Email Leads to an  

Historic Project 

      Anikaôs Eagle project began with an 
email to the Rocklin Historical Society. 
She reached out to multiple city depart-
mentsðpolice, fire, and othersðlooking 
for a meaningful community project. The 
Rocklin Historical Society was there to 
respond. 

     ñI contacted all the city departments,ò 
she said. ñThe historical society got back 
to me, so I met with Kent Dazey and  
Gloria Beverage. They told me about the 
kiosk. It sounded really cool, so I started 
working with Kent on it.ò 

     The project centers on creating an 
informational kiosk at the site of the 
Rocklin Roundhouse, which is designated 
as a California Historic Landmark, large-
ly unknown in the community, having 
been dismantled and moved to Roseville 
in 1908. Although her academic interests 
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Eagle Scout-to-be Anika Talluri 

lean toward biology and math, the 
project has tapped into another pas-
sion. ñI really like history a lot, too,ò 
she said. ñI like learning about it.ò 

     Working with RHS member Kent 
Dazey, Anikaôs Eagle Scout pro-
posal  focuses on assembling and 
helping fund raising for the kiosk that 
is being developed by Rocklin Histor-
ical Society.  According to Kent, 
ñWe, David Baker, myself and others 
in Rocklin Historical Society, are 
very happy to have Anikaôs support to 
handle the assembly and fundraising 
support for the kiosk.  Having worked 
on this project for nearly a year to 
design the kiosk panels and working 
with the City of Rocklin to create 
momentum for the project, we wel-
come Anikaôs involvement and in-
put.ò Anika confirms that ñThere are 
different parts of the project,ò she 
explained. ñIôm going to be focusing 
on assembling the kiosk and fund-
raising.ò 

     Her work on the kiosk is only one 
example of her leadership. She and 
her troop are also helping the Rocklin 
Fire Department by repainting fire 
hydrantsðan essential maintenance 
task the department currently lacks 
the budget to complete. 

     ñRight now it costs about a million 
dollars to maintain the hydrants,ò she 
said. ñThey reached out to the com-
munity, and our troop responded.ò 

     Projects like these help scouts de-
velop the leadership, planning, and 
teamwork skills required to be an 
Eagle Scout. 

A Well Rounded Young Leader 

     Outside of scouting, Anika keeps a 
full schedule. She plays volleyball, 
violin, and piano, and she speaks 
warmly about her school. ñI like 
Rocklin High School,ò she said. ñThe 
teachers are nice, helpful, and teach 
very well, and the kids are nice.ò 

     Her Eagle project may be rooted in 
Rocklinôs past, but Anika herself is 
clearly part of the cityôs future, capa-
ble and committed to serving our 
community. 

     As she moves closer to earning the 
Eagle rank, her work at the round-
house site will represent what young 
leaders can accomplish when they 
take initiative, ask questions, and step 
forward to help their community. 


